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the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 2000 as Spirit
of the ADA Month, 2000. I urge government
officials, business people, community lead-
ers, educators, and all the people of the
United States, to celebrate the contributions
people with disabilities have made, and con-
tinue to make, to the progress and prosperity
of our Nation, and to renew our commitment
to upholding the nondiscrimination prin-
ciples of the ADA and IDEA.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of July, in the year
of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 6, 2000]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 7.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Extension of Normal Trade Relations
Status for Certain Former Eastern
Bloc States

June 30, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

On September 21, 1994, I determined and
reported to the Congress that the Russian
Federation was not in violation of paragraph
(1), (2), or (3) of subsection 402(a) of the
Trade Act of 1974, or paragraph (1), (2), or
(3) of subsection of the 409(a) of that Act.
On June 3, 1997, I determined and reported
to the Congress that Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine were not in
violation of the same provisions, and I made
an identical determination on December 5,
1997,  with  respect to  Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan. These actions allowed for the
continuation of normal trade relations status
for these countries and certain other activi-
ties without the requirement of an annual
waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated report to the Congress concerning
the emigration laws and policies of Armenia,
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Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova,
the  Russian  Federation,  Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. The
report indicates continued compliance of
these countries with international standards
concerning {reedom of emigration.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Letters were sent to |. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This let-
ter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on July 3. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Statement on the Election of Vicente
Fox as President of Mexico

July 3, 2000

I called President-elect Vicente Fox today
to offer my congratulations and those of the
American people on his historic victory in
Mexico’s national elections yesterday. I also
spoke to President Zedillo to express my ad-
miration for his extraordinary contributions
to Mexico, including his efforts in working
with other Mexican leaders to strengthen and
deepen democracy. Mexicans should be
proud of the extraordinary steps they have
taken during the last 6 years to strengthen
and consolidate democratic institutions and
set Mexico on a course of economic growth
and prosperity.

Mexico is our neighbor and friend. Mexi-
co’s national elections, the freest and fairest
in the nation’s history, stand as a vivid testi-
mony to the depth of the democratic com-
mitment of the Mexican people. I reiterated
both to President-elect Fox and President
Zedillo that the United States stands ready
to work to enhance the close cooperation that
characterizes our bilateral relationship.

Remarks Aboard the U.S.S. Hue City
in New York City

July 4, 2000

[The President’s remarks are joined in
progress.]
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The President. make this day pos-
sible. To all the rest of you, I can’t imagine
a better way to greet the dawn of Independ-
ence Day than on this remarkable ship, with
its outstanding crew.

I do want to say I learned this morning
that one of your sailors, Petty Officer Sims,
has been nominated to come to work at the
White House because he’s a top-rate cook.
I want to apologize and say I am not respon-
sible for taking him away from you, but I'm
not going to give him back.

Our military leaders have worked hard to
increase your time with your families and
your quality of life at sea. But all of us know
that what you do will always require sacrifice
from you and your loved ones. So I want to
say on this Independence Day how grateful
I am and how grateful your Nation is for your
service, for you defend the freedom we cele-
brate today.

I hope every American will take a few mo-
ments to think about how we earned our ex-
ceptional place in human history. On this day
in 1776 not all the action was taking place
in Independence Hall in Philadelphia, where
the Declaration was signed. Here in New
York, General George Washington was pre-
paring his troops for battle. Five long years
and countless engagements later, America’s
soldiers and sailors emerged victorious and
helped to light the flame of liberty that now
burns around the entire world.

So today, on the birthday of our Nation,
I believe we should pay tribute to those who
pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honor to our freedom. And today I
think we should also honor all Americans, re-
gardless of their background, whether their
ancestors came here on immigrant ships or
slave ships, whether they flew across the
Pacific or walked across the Bering Strait, for
all Americans have helped to extend the
march of liberty, democracy, and oppor-
tunity.

God bless you. Thank you for your service,
and God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:55 a.m. aboard
the ship in New York Harbor. In his remarks, he
referred to Petty Officer Talmadge F. Sims, USN,
Mess Management Specialist 1st Class. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary
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did not include the complete opening remarks of
the President.

Remarks Aboard the U.S.S. John F.
Kennedy in New York City

July 4, 2000

Let me say, if Seaman Rosa Norales-
Nunez gets much more practice, she can
start running for office in her new country
someday. Wasn't she terrific? Let’s give her
another hand. I thought she was great. [Ap-
plause]

I would like to also welcome the other new
citizens who we swore in a few moments ago,
and I ask you to give them a hand, too. They
come from all over the world. [Applause]

Hillary and Chelsea and I are honored to
be here with all of you: Secretary and Mrs.
Cohen, Attorney General Reno, Secretary
Slater, Ambassador and Mrs. Holbrooke,
Secretary Danzig; to the Members of the
Congress who are here. I know that Senator
Levin and Senator Dodd and former Senator
John Glenn are back there behind me, and
I saw Senator Lautenberg out in the audi-
ence. And there are a lot of other Members
of Congress here. I'd like to ask all the Mem-
bers of Congress to stand and be recognized.
[Applause] T saw a half a dozen—Represent-
ative Lowey, Miller—thank you. Thank you
all for being here.

I'd also like to recognize the currently
reigning Miss America, Heather French, who
has made the welfare of our veterans her
great cause this year. Heather, stand up and
be recognized. Thank you for being here.
[Applause]

And I would like to recognize also, because
President Kennedy started this event, I
would like to thank Caroline Kennedy
Schlossberg and Ed Schlossberg and their
three wonderful children for being here
today. And welcome to all of you.

And I would like to thank Chairman
Robertson and his wife. You know, he told
me when he got up here and opened this,
that’s the first public speech he had ever
made. I think he did a pretty good job, don’t
you? And besides that, he produced all these
ships. So give him a hand. [Applause] Thank
you.



